Mark Hamilton, In Propria Persona
Mark Hamilton (In Propria Persona)
Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
24166 Alicia Parkway
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Telephone: (949) 597-8453
Email: info@bellaknb.com

Plaintiff In Propria Persona
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE
	BELLA KITCHEN, BATH & FLOORING, INC.,
a California corporation,

Plaintiff,

v.

NICOLE MALDONADO, an individual;
ED MALDONADO, an individual;
and DOES 1 through 10, inclusive,

Defendants.
	Case No.: __________________

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR:

1. Foreclosure of Mechanics’ Lien
2. Breach of Written Contract
3. Quantum Meruit
4. Open Book Account
5. Account Stated
6. Violation of Prompt Payment
   Statute (Civ. Code §8800)

[Limited Civil — Amount
Demanded Does Not Exceed $35,000]





COMES NOW
Plaintiff BELLA KITCHEN, BATH & FLOORING, INC., a California corporation (“Plaintiff” or “Bella Kitchen”), appearing in propria persona through its owner, Mark Hamilton, hereby complains against Defendants NICOLE MALDONADO and ED MALDONADO (“Defendants” or “the Maldonados”) and DOES 1 through 10, inclusive, and alleges as follows:
THE PARTIES
1.     Plaintiff Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. is a California corporation with its principal place of business at 24166 Alicia Parkway, Mission Viejo, California 92691. Plaintiff holds active CSLB License No. 1120002, Classification B (General Building Contractor), and was at all relevant times duly licensed.
2.     Defendant Ed Maldonado is an individual residing at and the owner of the real property located at 24951 Del Monte Street, Laguna Hills, California 92653, which is the subject of this action.
3.     Defendant Nicole Maldonado is an individual residing at 24951 Del Monte Street, Laguna Hills, California 92653. On information and belief, Nicole Maldonado is a co-obligor under the contract with Plaintiff and participated in directing the work of improvement described herein.
4.     Plaintiff is ignorant of the true names and capacities of Defendants sued herein as DOES 1 through 10, inclusive, and therefore sues these Defendants by such fictitious names. Plaintiff will amend this Complaint to allege their true names and capacities when ascertained.


JURISDICTION AND VENUE
5.     This Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to Article VI, Section 10 of the California Constitution. The amount in controversy does not exceed $35,000, exclusive of interest and costs, conferring limited civil jurisdiction.
6.     Venue is proper in Orange County pursuant to CCP Section 392(a) because this action concerns real property located in Orange County.

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS
7.     Defendant Ed Maldonado is the owner of certain real property commonly known as 24951 Del Monte Street, Laguna Hills, California 92653, and more particularly described as [APN TO BE INSERTED] (the “Property”).
8.     On or about August 2025, Defendants engaged Plaintiff to perform a work of improvement on the Property consisting of a comprehensive kitchen remodel, including but not limited to: fabrication and installation of semi-custom FABUWOOD Allure kitchen cabinetry (Luna, Dove finish with Desert Oak accent), six additional drawer banks, a double-tier utensil drawer, tray dividers, custom door panels for panel-ready refrigerator and dishwasher, custom decorative door panels, two custom tall cabinets with finished interiors and removed bottoms, extensive electrical work including removal and reinstallation of junction boxes, island pop-up outlets, pantry outlets, under-cabinet LED lighting with dimmable temperature-adjustable strips, pendant lights, and LED can lights; quartz countertop fabrication and installation for both peninsula (Ijen Beige, Polished, two slabs) and perimeter (Nightfall, Honed, one jumbo slab) with mitered square apron edges and waterfall fabrication; and finish plumbing for kitchen sink, garbage disposal, dishwasher, slide-in range, and built-in microwave (collectively, the “Work”).
9.     The original contract price under Invoice No. 33230 was $33,225.93 for kitchen cabinetry. The project expanded through five change orders: Change Order #33230-1 (electrical, $17,818.67), Change Order #33230-2 (countertops, $24,110.50), Change Order #33230-3 (plumbing and appliances, $1,800.00), Change Order #33230-4 (miscellaneous, $268.28), and Change Order #33230-5 (credit for dishwasher control panel damaged during countertop installation, negative $700.00). The total project cost is $77,223.38.
10.     Plaintiff performed the Work in a good and workmanlike manner. Defendants paid a total of $53,618.67 in four installments: $25,000.00 (August 20, 2025), $13,418.67 (September 23, 2025), $12,000.00 (October 24, 2025), and $2,500.00 (February 19, 2026). This leaves an outstanding balance of $23,604.71.
11.     Defendants have failed and refused to pay the outstanding balance of $23,604.71 despite demand.
MECHANICS’ LIEN ALLEGATIONS
12.     Plaintiff, as a direct contractor, was not required to serve a preliminary notice pursuant to California Civil Code Section 8200(e)(2).
13.     On or about March 25, 2026, Plaintiff caused a Claim of Mechanics’ Lien to be recorded in the Official Records of Orange County pursuant to Civil Code Section 8416. A true and correct copy is attached as Exhibit A.
14.     The Mechanics’ Lien Claim was served on Defendants pursuant to Civil Code Section 8416(a)(7) and (c)(1).
15.     This action is commenced within 90 days of recording as required by Civil Code Section 8460(a).
16.     Plaintiff was duly licensed at all relevant times, holding CSLB License No. 1120002.


FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
Foreclosure of Mechanics’ Lien
(Against All Defendants)
17.     Plaintiff re-alleges Paragraphs 1 through 16.
18.     Plaintiff furnished labor, services, equipment, and materials for a work of improvement on the Property at Defendants’ request.
19.     The reasonable value after all credits and offsets is $23,604.71.
20.     Plaintiff’s Mechanics’ Lien was duly recorded and served.
21.     This action is timely commenced within 90 days of recording.
22.     Plaintiff is entitled to a decree of foreclosure and an order directing the sale of the Property to satisfy the lien in the amount of $23,604.71, plus interest, costs, and other relief.
SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
Breach of Written Contract
(Against All Defendants)
23.     Plaintiff re-alleges Paragraphs 1 through 22.
24.     Plaintiff and Defendants entered into written contracts (Invoice #33230 and Change Orders #33230-1 through #33230-5) for the Work.
25.     Plaintiff performed all conditions required under the contracts.
26.     Defendants breached the contracts by failing to pay the outstanding balance of $23,604.71.
27.     Plaintiff has been damaged in the amount of $23,604.71 plus 10% per annum interest under Civil Code Section 3289(b).
THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
Quantum Meruit
(Against All Defendants)
28.     Plaintiff re-alleges Paragraphs 1 through 27.
29.     In the alternative, Plaintiff performed valuable labor, services, and furnished materials at Defendants’ request. The reasonable value is not less than $23,604.71.
30.     Defendants have been unjustly enriched by the kitchen improvements which are installed, in use, and have enhanced the Property’s value.
FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION
Open Book Account
(Against All Defendants)
31.     Plaintiff re-alleges Paragraphs 1 through 30.
32.     Within four years, Defendants became indebted on an open book account. There is now due $23,604.71 plus interest.
FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION
Account Stated
(Against All Defendants)
33.     Plaintiff re-alleges Paragraphs 1 through 32.
34.     Plaintiff rendered statements of account. Defendants failed to object within a reasonable time, impliedly agreeing the balance of $23,604.71 was correct and owing.
SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION
Violation of Prompt Payment Statute (Cal. Civ. Code §8800)
(Against All Defendants)
35.     Plaintiff re-alleges Paragraphs 1 through 34.
36.     Defendants wrongfully withheld $23,604.71. Under Civil Code Section 8800(c), Defendants are liable for a penalty of 2% per month plus reasonable attorney fees to the prevailing party.
PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment as follows:
a.     A decree of foreclosure of the Mechanics’ Lien and order directing sale of the Property;
b.     Damages of $23,604.71;
c.     Prejudgment interest at 10% per annum under Civil Code Section 3289(b);
d.     The 2% per month prompt-payment penalty under Civil Code Section 8800(c);
e.     Reasonable attorney fees under Civil Code Section 8800(c);
f.     Costs of suit;
g.     Such other relief as the Court deems just.


VERIFICATION
I, Mark Hamilton, declare as follows:
I am the Owner and CEO of Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. I have read the foregoing Verified Complaint and know the contents thereof. The same is true of my own knowledge, except as to matters stated on information and belief, and as to those matters, I believe them to be true.
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on __________________, 2026, at Mission Viejo, California.

_________________________________________
Mark Hamilton
Owner / CEO, Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
In Propria Persona
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