Bella Kitchen v. Allen — Formal Demand for Payment
[bookmark: comprehensive-discovery-package]COMPREHENSIVE DISCOVERY PACKAGE
[bookmark: Xed3fd1b0e55ca034c6ba477957732889d3c9bdf]Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. — All Cases
[bookmark: beard-doctrine-discovery-assault-phase-4]Beard Doctrine Discovery Assault — Phase 4
Prepared by: Vince Caruso Consulting
Date: March 30, 2026
Applicable Cases: - Bella Kitchen v. Kelly E. Allen (Dana Point — Foreclosure) - Bella Kitchen v. Nicole & Ed Maldonado (Laguna Hills — Foreclosure) - Bella Kitchen v. Planinka Albitar (Laguna Niguel — Breach of Contract)
Template Variables: Replace [DEFENDANT], [PROPERTY ADDRESS], [INVOICE #], [AMOUNT], [LIEN DATE], [CASE NO.] per case.

[bookmark: Xf04671399ac9d092706e96d6d90b5f110f73479]DOCUMENT 1: REQUESTS FOR ADMISSION (SET ONE)
PROPOUNDING PARTY: Plaintiff Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
RESPONDING PARTY: Defendant [DEFENDANT]
SET NUMBER: One
Plaintiff Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. hereby requests that Defendant [DEFENDANT] admit the truth of the following matters pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure Section 2033.010 et seq. within thirty (30) days of service:
⚠️ WARNING TO DEFENDANT: Under CCP §2033.280, if you fail to serve timely responses to these Requests for Admission, each matter will be deemed admitted as a matter of law. Deemed admissions can only be withdrawn by a motion to the court upon a showing of mistake, inadvertence, or excusable neglect (CCP §2033.300), and courts are reluctant to grant such motions.

[bookmark: contract-and-work-performance]

Contract and Work Performance
REQUEST NO. 1: Admit that you are the owner of the real property commonly known as [PROPERTY ADDRESS].
REQUEST NO. 2: Admit that you engaged Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. to perform construction work at [PROPERTY ADDRESS].
REQUEST NO. 3: Admit that Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. holds California Contractors State License Board License No. 1120002, and that said license was active at all times relevant to this action.
REQUEST NO. 4: Admit that Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. performed labor, services, and furnished materials for a work of improvement at [PROPERTY ADDRESS].
REQUEST NO. 5: Admit that the work performed by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] was performed in a workmanlike manner consistent with industry standards.
REQUEST NO. 6: Admit that you approved the scope of work to be performed by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] prior to the commencement of work.
REQUEST NO. 7: Admit that you directed changes to the original scope of work during the course of the project.
REQUEST NO. 8: Admit that each change to the scope of work was requested or approved by you.
REQUEST NO. 9: Admit that Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. completed all work that it agreed to perform under the contract with you.
REQUEST NO. 10: Admit that you have not identified any defects in the work performed by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] in writing prior to this litigation.
[bookmark: invoice-and-payment]

Invoice and Payment
REQUEST NO. 11: Admit that Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. issued Invoice No. [INVOICE #] to you for work performed at [PROPERTY ADDRESS].
REQUEST NO. 12: Admit that the total amount invoiced under Invoice No. [INVOICE #] [and Change Orders, if applicable] is [TOTAL PROJECT AMOUNT].
REQUEST NO. 13: Admit that you received Invoice No. [INVOICE #].
REQUEST NO. 14: Admit that you did not dispute the amounts stated in Invoice No. [INVOICE #] in writing within 30 days of receipt.
REQUEST NO. 15: Admit that you made a deposit payment of [DEPOSIT AMOUNT] toward the work to be performed under Invoice No. [INVOICE #].
REQUEST NO. 16: Admit that the total amount you have paid to Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. for work performed at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] is [TOTAL PAID].
REQUEST NO. 17: Admit that the outstanding balance owed to Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. for work performed at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] is [AMOUNT].
REQUEST NO. 18: Admit that you have not paid the outstanding balance of [AMOUNT] to Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
REQUEST NO. 19: Admit that you received a formal demand for payment of the outstanding balance from Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
REQUEST NO. 20: Admit that you did not pay the outstanding balance within 30 days of receiving the formal demand for payment.
[bookmark: X17c738de9e054301d7a3f6897ad1d84e0abe4c0]Mechanics’ Lien (Use for Allen and Maldonado only — omit for Albitar)
REQUEST NO. 21: Admit that a Mechanics’ Lien Claim was recorded against [PROPERTY ADDRESS] on [LIEN DATE] in the Official Records of Orange County, California.
REQUEST NO. 22: Admit that you received a copy of the Mechanics’ Lien Claim and Notice of Mechanics’ Lien.
REQUEST NO. 23: Admit that you received the Proof of Service Affidavit for the Mechanics’ Lien Claim.
REQUEST NO. 24: Admit that you have not filed a petition to release the Mechanics’ Lien pursuant to California Civil Code Section 8480.
[bookmark: value-and-benefit]

Value and Benefit
REQUEST NO. 25: Admit that the improvements made by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] remain installed and in use at the property.
REQUEST NO. 26: Admit that you have not removed or replaced any of the improvements made by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
REQUEST NO. 27: Admit that the improvements made by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. have enhanced the value of [PROPERTY ADDRESS].
REQUEST NO. 28: Admit that the reasonable value of the labor, services, and materials furnished by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. is not less than [AMOUNT].
[bookmark: X28830ee766915cb70436595292709d8fd23b6b5]Communication and Delays (Especially for Allen case)
REQUEST NO. 29: Admit that Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.’s project manager communicated with you regarding the project on a regular basis throughout the duration of the project.
REQUEST NO. 30: Admit that you hired one or more additional contractors to perform work at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] during the same time period that Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. was performing work at the property.
REQUEST NO. 31: Admit that the work performed by the additional contractor(s) you hired caused delays to Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.’s work schedule.
REQUEST NO. 32: Admit that the work performed by the additional contractor(s) required Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. to perform additional preparation or corrective work.
REQUEST NO. 33: Admit that you changed the design specifications for the project after work had already commenced.
[bookmark: financial-capacity-and-interest]

Financial Capacity and Interest
REQUEST NO. 34: Admit that you have the financial ability to pay the outstanding balance of [AMOUNT].
REQUEST NO. 35: Admit that you have not filed for bankruptcy protection at any time since the date you entered into the contract with Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
REQUEST NO. 36: Admit that the outstanding balance of [AMOUNT] bears interest at the rate of 10% per annum pursuant to California Civil Code Section 3289, subdivision (b).
REQUEST NO. 37: Admit that you have wrongfully withheld payment of the outstanding balance due to Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. within the meaning of California Civil Code Section 8800.

[bookmark: X6e017f352d2f1944dbe1644302ac62e34edea71]

DOCUMENT 2: SPECIAL INTERROGATORIES (SET ONE)
PROPOUNDING PARTY: Plaintiff Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
RESPONDING PARTY: Defendant [DEFENDANT]
SET NUMBER: One
Plaintiff requests that Defendant respond to the following Special Interrogatories pursuant to CCP §2030.010 et seq. within thirty (30) days of service:
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 1: State the full legal names of all persons who own or have an ownership interest in the real property at [PROPERTY ADDRESS], and for each, state the nature and percentage of their interest.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 2: Identify all mortgages, deeds of trust, liens, encumbrances, or other security interests currently recorded against [PROPERTY ADDRESS], stating for each: the holder’s name, the recording date, the instrument number, and the outstanding balance.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 3: State the current estimated fair market value of [PROPERTY ADDRESS] and the basis for that estimate.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 4: If you contend that Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. did not complete the work described in Invoice No. [INVOICE #], identify each item of work that you contend was not completed, and for each, state the specific basis for your contention.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 5: If you contend that any of the work performed by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. was defective or not in conformance with the contract, identify each alleged defect with specificity, including: (a) the location; (b) the nature of the defect; (c) when you first discovered it; (d) whether you notified Bella Kitchen of the defect in writing; and (e) the estimated cost to repair.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 6: Identify every communication (oral or written) between you and Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. or its representatives regarding the outstanding balance, stating for each: the date, the participants, the medium (phone, text, email, in-person), and the substance of the communication.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 7: If you contend that you are not obligated to pay the outstanding balance of [AMOUNT], state every fact, identify every document, and identify every person who has knowledge of facts supporting your contention.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 8: State your current occupation, employer, and approximate annual gross income.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 9: Identify all bank accounts (checking, savings, money market, investment) in which you have an ownership interest, stating for each: the institution name, account type, and approximate current balance.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 10: State whether you have made any attempt to sell, refinance, or borrow against [PROPERTY ADDRESS] since the recording of the Mechanics’ Lien, and if so, describe the attempt and its outcome.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 11: If you hired any other contractors to perform work at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] during the same period that Bella Kitchen was performing work, identify each contractor by name, describe the work performed, state the amount paid, and explain how their work affected Bella Kitchen’s scope and timeline.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 12: Identify every person who has knowledge of facts relevant to this action, stating for each: their name, address, telephone number, and the subject matter of their knowledge.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 13: If you contend that the amounts set forth in Invoice No. [INVOICE #] are unreasonable, state every fact supporting that contention and identify any comparable estimates, bids, or quotations you obtained from other contractors for similar work.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 14: State whether you have consulted with or retained any attorney regarding this dispute, and if so, state the attorney’s name and the date of first consultation.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 15: Describe in detail any changes you requested to the original scope of work, materials, or design during the course of the project, and for each change, state: (a) the date of the request; (b) how the request was communicated; (c) whether you understood it would affect the project cost; and (d) whether Bella Kitchen agreed to the change.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORY NO. 16: State whether you have obtained any repair estimates or engaged any other contractor to perform corrective work related to the work originally performed by Bella Kitchen, and if so, identify the contractor and provide the estimate amount.

[bookmark: Xbd67ce5be1411d23c62d2afcb33604885a794c0]DOCUMENT 3: REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS (SET ONE)
PROPOUNDING PARTY: Plaintiff Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
RESPONDING PARTY: Defendant [DEFENDANT]
SET NUMBER: One
Plaintiff requests that Defendant produce the following documents and things pursuant to CCP §2031.010 et seq. within thirty (30) days of service:
REQUEST NO. 1: All documents constituting or evidencing any contract, agreement, proposal, estimate, or bid between you and Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. relating to work at [PROPERTY ADDRESS].
REQUEST NO. 2: All invoices, statements of account, or billing documents received from Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
REQUEST NO. 3: All checks, wire transfers, electronic payments, or other evidence of payments made to Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. relating to [PROPERTY ADDRESS].
REQUEST NO. 4: All text messages, emails, letters, or other written communications between you and Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. or any of its employees, agents, or representatives.
REQUEST NO. 5: All text messages, emails, letters, or other written communications between you and any third party regarding the work performed by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. at [PROPERTY ADDRESS].
REQUEST NO. 6: All photographs, videos, or other visual recordings of the property at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] taken before, during, or after the work performed by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
REQUEST NO. 7: All documents relating to any complaints, concerns, or disputes regarding the work performed by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
REQUEST NO. 8: All documents relating to any other contractor hired by you to perform work at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] during or after the period of Bella Kitchen’s work, including contracts, invoices, estimates, and correspondence.
REQUEST NO. 9: All building permits obtained for work at [PROPERTY ADDRESS] for the period January 1, 2025 through the present.
REQUEST NO. 10: All documents relating to the current value of [PROPERTY ADDRESS], including appraisals, comparative market analyses, property tax assessments, and listing agreements.
REQUEST NO. 11: All documents relating to any mortgage, deed of trust, home equity line of credit, or other loan secured by [PROPERTY ADDRESS], including current statements showing outstanding balances.
REQUEST NO. 12: All documents relating to any insurance claim filed in connection with [PROPERTY ADDRESS] for the period January 1, 2025 through the present.
REQUEST NO. 13: All documents relating to any attempt to sell, refinance, or borrow against [PROPERTY ADDRESS] since the recording of the Mechanics’ Lien.
REQUEST NO. 14: Your personal income tax returns (federal and state) for the years 2024 and 2025.
REQUEST NO. 15: Bank statements for all accounts in your name (individual or joint) for the period July 1, 2025 through the present.
REQUEST NO. 16: All documents received from any attorney relating to this dispute, excluding documents protected by the attorney-client privilege (for which a privilege log must be provided).
REQUEST NO. 17: All documents relating to the Mechanics’ Lien Claim recorded against [PROPERTY ADDRESS], including any correspondence with attorneys, title companies, or lenders regarding the lien.
REQUEST NO. 18: All documents relating to any change orders, design changes, material substitutions, or scope modifications requested by you during the course of the project.
REQUEST NO. 19: All documents relating to any deficiency, defect, or non-conformance in the work performed by Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc., including inspection reports, repair estimates, and expert opinions.
REQUEST NO. 20: Any and all documents you intend to use as exhibits at trial in this action.

[bookmark: document-4-deposition-notices]DOCUMENT 4: DEPOSITION NOTICES
[bookmark: notice-of-deposition-defendant]NOTICE OF DEPOSITION — [DEFENDANT]
TO DEFENDANT [DEFENDANT] AND TO [THEIR] ATTORNEY OF RECORD:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Plaintiff Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. will take the deposition of [DEFENDANT] on oral examination pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure Section 2025.010 et seq., before a certified shorthand reporter, at the following time and place:
Date: [TO BE SET — minimum 10 days after service per CCP §2025.270(a)]
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Place: [TO BE DETERMINED — office of certified reporter in Orange County area]
The deposition will cover the following matters:
1. Your ownership interest in [PROPERTY ADDRESS]
1. The contract between you and Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
1. The scope of work agreed upon and any modifications thereto
1. Communications between you and Bella Kitchen or its representatives
1. Your reasons for failing to pay the outstanding balance
1. Any complaints or concerns regarding the work performed
1. Any other contractors you hired during the relevant period
1. Your financial condition and ability to pay the outstanding balance
1. The current condition of the improvements made by Bella Kitchen
1. Any documents in your possession relating to this dispute
You are requested to bring the following documents to the deposition:
All documents responsive to the Requests for Production of Documents (Set One) served concurrently herewith.
Dated: __________________, 2026

Mark Hamilton, In Propria Persona
Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.

[bookmark: X9451cb7fdfd3a7516c41431de4b474834aa778a]DOCUMENT 5: DISCOVERY FILING GUIDE FOR MARK
[bookmark: california-discovery-timing-rules]California Discovery Timing Rules
	Action
	Deadline
	Code Section

	Serve discovery
	After case management conference, or 10 days after service of summons (whichever is later) for depositions; any time after service for written discovery
	CCP §2030.020, §2031.020, §2033.020

	Response deadline (RFAs)
	30 days from service (35 if served by mail, 37 if electronic)
	CCP §2033.250

	Response deadline (Interrogatories)
	30 days from service (35/37 mail/electronic)
	CCP §2030.260

	Response deadline (RFPs)
	30 days from service (35/37 mail/electronic)
	CCP §2031.260

	Deposition notice minimum
	10 days before deposition date (15 if served by mail)
	CCP §2025.270

	Motion to compel (RFAs)
	NO DEADLINE — but must be filed before trial
	CCP §2033.280

	Motion to compel (other)
	45 days from service of response (or 45 days from deadline if no response)
	CCP §2030.300, §2031.300


[bookmark: the-rfa-trap-most-powerful-tool]The RFA Trap (Most Powerful Tool)
This is the single most devastating discovery weapon. Under CCP §2033.280:
1. If the defendant fails to respond to RFAs within the deadline, every matter is automatically deemed admitted
1. Deemed admissions are binding and cannot be withdrawn without a court order
1. To withdraw, the defendant must file a motion showing mistake, inadvertence, or excusable neglect AND that the party requesting withdrawal will not be prejudiced
1. Courts are reluctant to grant these motions
1. With deemed admissions, Mark can file a Motion for Summary Judgment — the case is essentially won
[bookmark: service-instructions]Service Instructions
All discovery must be served on the defendant (or their attorney if one has appeared) by: - Personal service (hand delivery) - Certified mail (adds 5 extra days to response deadline) - Electronic service (adds 2 extra days, requires prior written consent)
Proof of service must be completed and retained for each set of discovery served.
[bookmark: strategy-notes]Strategy Notes
1. Serve all written discovery simultaneously — RFAs, Interrogatories, and RFPs in one package
1. Wait 45 days from the response deadline — if no responses received, file motions to compel AND a motion for deemed admissions on the RFAs
1. Deposition notice should be served 2-3 weeks after written discovery is served, timed so the deposition occurs after written discovery responses are due
1. Track every deadline on a calendar — missed deadlines by the opponent are leverage
1. Never grant extensions without getting something in return (e.g., partial payment, stipulation to certain facts)
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