Bella Kitchen v. Allen — Formal Demand for Payment
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RECORDING REQUESTED BY:
Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
24166 Alicia Parkway
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
WHEN RECORDED, MAIL TO:
Planinka Albitar
165 Fleurance Street
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
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RELEASE OF MECHANICS’ LIEN CLAIM
NOTICE: This document releases a previously recorded Mechanics’ Lien Claim affecting the real property described below.

1. Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. (“Claimant”), having its principal place of business at 24166 Alicia Parkway, Mission Viejo, California 92691, hereby releases the following 

Mechanics’ Lien Claim:
Mechanics’ Lien Claim Recorded: November 25, 2025
Recording Information: Orange County Official Records, Document No. [INSERT 

DOCUMENT/INSTRUMENT NUMBER FROM RECORDING]
Recording Date: November 25, 2025
Recorded By: Hugh Nguyen, Clerk-Recorder, Orange County

2. The Mechanics’ Lien Claim was recorded against the following real property:
Property Address: 165 Fleurance Street, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
County: Orange
State: California

APN: [TO BE INSERTED]
3. The original Mechanics’ Lien Claim was for the sum of $27,393.48, for labor, services, equipment, and materials furnished for a work of improvement on the above-described property.
4. Claimant hereby unconditionally releases the above-described Mechanics’ Lien Claim from the above-described real property. This release extinguishes the Mechanics’ Lien as a security interest against the property.
5. RESERVATION OF RIGHTS: This release of the Mechanics’ Lien Claim does NOT release, waive, or extinguish any personal obligation of the property owner to pay for labor, services, equipment, or materials furnished by Claimant. Claimant expressly reserves all rights to pursue personal claims against the property owner, including but not limited to: breach of contract, quantum meruit, unjust enrichment, open book account, account stated, and any other claims arising from the work performed, the outstanding balance of $27,393.48, and all accrued interest thereon. The release of the lien security interest is separate and distinct from the underlying debt obligation.
6. This Release of Mechanics’ Lien is executed voluntarily by Claimant.
Dated: __________________, 2026
Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.

Mark Hamilton, Owner/CEO

[bookmark: acknowledgment]ACKNOWLEDGMENT
A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who signed the document to which this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of that document.
State of California
County of Orange
On __________________, 2026, before me, _________________________, a Notary Public, personally appeared Mark Hamilton, who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the same in his authorized capacity, and that by his signature on the instrument the entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument.
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is true and correct.
WITNESS my hand and official seal.

Notary Public
(SEAL)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR MARK
1. Insert the Document/Instrument Number from the original lien recording (visible on the recorded document from the Orange County Clerk-Recorder)
1. Insert the APN (Assessor’s Parcel Number) for 165 Fleurance Street
1. Sign before a Notary Public — this document requires notarization for recording
1. Record with the Orange County Clerk-Recorder — fee is $103
1. Send a copy to Planinka Albitar via certified mail along with the demand letter — this demonstrates good faith while making clear that the debt itself is NOT released
1. The Reservation of Rights clause (Paragraph 5) is critical — it preserves ALL personal claims against Albitar for the $27,393.48 balance
WHY THIS IS URGENT: - The mechanics’ lien expired approximately February 23, 2026 (90 days after recording) - Under Cal. Civ. Code §8488, if Albitar petitions the court to release an expired lien, the court MUST release it AND may award Albitar reasonable attorney fees ($3,500-$7,500) - By voluntarily releasing the lien NOW, Mark avoids this fee exposure - The underlying debt ($27,393.48) remains fully enforceable through breach of contract litigation - Sending the release WITH the demand letter demonstrates professionalism and good faith
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