Bella Kitchen v. Albitar — Formal Demand
BELLA KITCHEN, BATH & FLOORING, INC.
24166 Alicia Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Tel: (949) 597-8453  |  info@bellaknb.com  |  CSLB License #1120002

March 30, 2026

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL — RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
AND FIRST-CLASS MAIL
Planinka Albitar
165 Fleurance Street
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
	RE:
	FORMAL DEMAND FOR PAYMENT — FINAL NOTICE BEFORE LITIGATION
Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. v. Planinka Albitar
Property: 165 Fleurance Street, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
Invoices #33172 (Bath/Vanity/Fireplace) & #33135 (3 Custom Vanities)
Amount Due: $27,393.48 plus accrued interest



Dear Ms. Albitar:
PART I: DEMAND FOR PAYMENT
This letter constitutes a formal, final demand for payment of $27,393.48, plus accrued statutory interest, owed by you to Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc. (“Bella Kitchen”) for labor, materials, equipment, and services furnished for the improvement of your real property located at 165 Fleurance Street, Laguna Niguel, California 92677.
A Notice of Intent to Lien was sent to you on November 6, 2025, and a Mechanics’ Lien Claim was recorded against your property on November 25, 2025. Despite these formal notices, you have failed to pay the outstanding balance or communicate any bona fide dispute regarding the amount owed.


A. Financial Summary
	Description
	Amount

	Invoice #33172 (Adam’s Bath + Fireplace Tile)
	$34,640.00

	  Deposit received
	($17,000.00)

	  Subtotal due on #33172
	$17,640.00

	Invoice #33135 (3 Custom Vanities)
	$20,275.00

	  Deposit received
	($10,000.00)

	  Subtotal due on #33135
	$10,275.00

	TOTAL COMBINED BALANCE DUE
	$27,393.48

	Statutory interest at 10% per annum (§3289)
	$7.50/day



B. Work Performed
Bella Kitchen performed extensive work at your residence across two separate contracts. Under Invoice #33172, Bella Kitchen completed a full remodel of “Adam’s Bath” including demolition and haul-away of existing fixtures, rough and finish plumbing, electrical and lighting (LED can lights, surface-mounted medicine cabinet), framing, hot mopping, waterproofing, tile installation (Eva Crystal Matte 12” x 24” wall tile, 2x2 mosaic shower floor, bullnose edging), frameless barn-door glass shower enclosure with EnduroShield coating, hardiebacker installation, quartz countertop (Calacatta Fioressa, Polished) with fabrication and installation, undermount sink, drywall and texture repairs, painting, floor tile, and recessed niche construction. Fireplace tile installation included Brera Anthracite Matte 24” x 48” porcelain with Schluter Jolly aluminum edging.
Under Invoice #33135, Bella Kitchen fabricated and installed three custom vanities in St. Martin Montauk finish: a Master Bath vanity set (knee drawer, floating sink bases with custom U-shaped pipe chase, wall cabinet with crown molding), a Guest Bath vanity set (floating sink base, vanity cabinets, wall cabinet, floating shelf), and a Powder Room floating sink base cabinet — all in custom Natural Walnut and Washed Walnut finishes with 3D renderings provided for owner approval.


C. Opportunity to Resolve
Option 1 — Payment in Full: Pay $27,393.48 plus accrued interest within 30 days.
Option 2 — Structured Payment: Bella Kitchen will consider a reasonable payment plan with payments completed within 120 days.
Option 3 — Negotiation: If you have specific, documented objections to any line item, Bella Kitchen will engage in good-faith discussion within the 30-day period.
Failure to respond within 30 days will result in the filing of a lawsuit without further notice.


PART II: LEGAL ANALYSIS
Should you fail to pay or reach resolution within 30 days, Bella Kitchen will pursue the following legal remedies in the Orange County Superior Court:
1. Breach of Written Contract (CCP §337): You entered into written contracts (Invoices #33172 and #33135 with associated line-item quotations) for specific work to be performed at your residence. Bella Kitchen performed all obligations under those contracts. Your failure to pay the remaining balance of $27,393.48 constitutes a breach of contract. The statute of limitations for breach of written contract is four years, extending the filing deadline to at least October 2029.
2. Quantum Meruit / Unjust Enrichment: In the alternative, the improvements performed by Bella Kitchen — including a completely remodeled bathroom, custom vanities in three rooms, and a professionally tiled fireplace — have permanently enhanced the value and functionality of your property. You are currently enjoying the full benefit of these improvements without having paid for them. Retaining these benefits without payment constitutes unjust enrichment.
3. Open Book Account / Account Stated: Bella Kitchen maintains detailed records of all work performed and materials furnished, constituting an open book account. Invoices were delivered and you made partial payments without disputing the stated amounts, constituting an account stated.
4. Prejudgment Interest: Under California Civil Code §3289(b), the outstanding balance bears interest at 10% per annum from the date payment became due. At $7.50 per day, this accrual adds approximately $2,738 per year to the amount owed. Interest is mandatory under §3287(a) because the amount is liquidated (certain and calculable).
5. Judgment Enforcement: A judgment in Bella Kitchen’s favor would be enforceable through all available collection remedies under California law, including but not limited to: recording an Abstract of Judgment creating a judgment lien against all real property you own in any California county (including your condominium at 165 Fleurance Street); levy on bank accounts; and earnings withholding orders directed to your employer. As a public school employee of the Newport-Mesa Unified School District, your earnings are subject to wage garnishment pursuant to a court-issued earnings withholding order under CCP §706.010 et seq.
6. Costs and Attorney Fees: Bella Kitchen will seek recovery of all court costs, filing fees, and service of process costs. If the underlying contracts contain attorney fee provisions, California Civil Code §1717 makes such provisions reciprocal, entitling the prevailing party to reasonable attorney fees.
Cost-Benefit Analysis
	Resolve Now
	Face Litigation

	Pay $27,393.48 + interest
	Principal: $27,393.48

	Matter closed
	+ Interest: $5,000–$8,000

	No attorney needed
	+ Your attorney: $8,000–$15,000

	No public court record
	+ Judgment lien on property

	No wage garnishment risk
	+ Potential wage garnishment

	Total: ~$28,000–$30,000
	Total: $40,000–$55,000+



DEMAND
Bella Kitchen hereby demands payment of TWENTY-SEVEN THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED NINETY-THREE DOLLARS AND FORTY-EIGHT CENTS ($27,393.48), plus all accrued interest, within THIRTY (30) DAYS of your receipt of this letter.
If payment is not received, Bella Kitchen will file a complaint in the Orange County Superior Court asserting breach of contract, quantum meruit, unjust enrichment, open book account, and account stated, and will seek the principal balance, prejudgment interest, court costs, and all other available relief. Upon obtaining a judgment, Bella Kitchen will pursue all enforcement remedies including judgment liens on your real property and earnings withholding orders.
This letter is written without prejudice to any rights or remedies of Bella Kitchen, all of which are expressly reserved.

Respectfully,
Mark Hamilton
Owner / CEO
Bella Kitchen, Bath & Flooring, Inc.
CSLB License #1120002
ENCLOSURES:
1. Invoice #33172 with Line-Item Quotation (Adam’s Bath + Fireplace Tile)
2. Invoice #33135 with Line-Item Quotation (3 Custom Vanities)
3. Notice of Intent to Lien (dated November 6, 2025)
4. Copy of CSLB License #1120002 (Active Status)
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